THE TRAGEDT OF RAMSAY MACDONALD

Brtining blundered when he endorsed the Nazi view that the
Versailles Treaty, with its reparation payments, was the chief
cause of the world crisis. This was what Hitler and the
Nationalists had been crying from the housetops, now, coming
from that Sinai upon which the Chancellor dwelt, it was
proclaimed as the veritable oracle of God. It gave a tremendous
impetus to Nazi propaganda.

This dependence of France on Britain gave the latter a
particularly strong bargaining position. MacDonald might
have used that power when in April 1932 there occurred
another chance of a German settlement. Briining had come
back to Geneva with very moderate proposals. Although
Stimson and MacDonald heartily commended the German
Chancellor's scheme and could have forced its acceptance,
they failed to press it upon France, with the result that another
golden opportunity was lost. Within a month Von Papen
became Chancellor, Germany put the clock back. We rejected
Briining : we got Hitler.
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